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develop and implement quality meas-
ures and improve State reporting of 
quality data. 

A recent national poll from CBS 
News finds that 81 percent of the Amer-
ican people support this bipartisan leg-
islation, including large majorities of 
Democrats, Independents, and Repub-
licans. 

I have heard many of my colleagues 
say that they wanted more time to re-
view the bill, but we have already de-
bated the issue more than was nec-
essary. We are acting expeditiously be-
cause the short-term fix CHIP expires 
on November 16 and we cannot allow 
the 6 million children who are cur-
rently enrolled in the program to lose 
their coverage because we cannot make 
up our minds. 

When it comes to health of our chil-
dren, there is no time for uncertainty. 
That is why I am glad that we were 
able to pass the legislation a few min-
utes ago. And I strongly urge the Sen-
ate and President to follow suit with a 
great sense of urgency. This urgency is 
needed because there are 10 million 
very good reasons why we should sup-
port this legislation. As I have often 
said, our children are the living mes-
sages we send to a future we will never 
see. I think we ought to be about the 
business of urgently making sure that 
we send children into the future who 
are healthy. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

CALLING FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF 
OUR TROOPS OUT OF IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, before 
the invasion of Iraq, Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld was interviewed 
on television by George Stephan-
opoulos. Mr. Stephanopoulos asked 
Secretary Rumsfeld what invading Iraq 
would cost. Rumsfeld answered, ‘‘Under 
$50 billion.’’ 

Mr. Stephanopoulos then replied that 
outside estimates say it would be up to 
$300 billion, to which Rumsfeld replied, 
‘‘Baloney.’’ 

Well, it may have been baloney to 
Rumsfeld then, but he must eat his 
words now because the cost of the oc-
cupation has climbed to over $400 bil-
lion so far. And it’s going to go up, up, 
and up because our leaders in the 
White House seem simply not to care 
how much this occupation costs. It’s 
like that old joke: We could say they 
are spending like drunken sailors, but 
we wouldn’t say that because that 
would be an insult to the sailors. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office estimated yesterday that the 
occupation of Iraq could cost the tax-
payers $1.9 trillion by the year 2017. Of 
that amount with over $500 billion 
going to just pay off the interest on the 
debt we’re piling up, it is going to cost 
$500 billion. That’s $500 billion that 
would fly out of our treasury and land 
in Japan and in China and the other 
countries that are lending us the 
money for the occupation. That is far 
more than what the SCHIP bill would 
cost us. 

It is incredible to me and to most of 
my colleagues on this side of the aisle 
that the administration would rather 
give our country’s money to foreign 
governments and investors than invest 
it in the health care of America’s poor 
children. And it is incredible to me 
that my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle, who lecture us daily about 
fiscal constraints, did not make a peep 
about this fiscal catastrophe. 

The next question is, what are we 
getting for this money? The answer is, 
we are getting a slap in the face from 
the Iraqi leadership. 

Thomas Friedman, the New York 
Times columnist who has won three 
Pulitzer Prizes, reported yesterday 
that the Iraqi leaders who are supposed 
to be working on the political rec-
onciliation needed to end the conflict 
have been more asleep at the switch 
than ever. Mr. Friedman writes: 
‘‘Study the travel itineraries of Iraq’s 
principal factional leaders. Did they all 
rush to Baghdad to try to work out 
their differences’’ after General 
Petraeus testified before the Congress? 
‘‘No. Many of them took off for abroad. 
As one U.S. official in Baghdad pointed 
out to me,’’ and this is Mr. Friedman 
speaking, ‘‘at no point since the testi-
mony by General Petraeus . . . have 
you had the four key Iraqi leaders in 
the same country at the same time. 
They saw the hearings as buying them 
more time, and so they took it.’’ 

With American troops and innocent 
civilians continuing to die in Iraq, you 
would think our leaders in the White 
House would be on the phone ten times 
a day with the Iraqi leaders demanding 
that they get out of their La-Z-Boy 
recliners and get to work. But the 
White House shows no desire to knock 
heads together. What does the White 
House do instead? It sends us a request 
for another $46 billion for this occupa-
tion. 

We must tell the White House, 
‘‘Sorry, we’ve run out of blank 
checks.’’ Then we must use our power 
of the purse to defund the occupation. 
Instead, we must fully fund the safe, 
orderly, and responsible redeployment 
of our troops out of Iraq, and that in-
cludes the withdrawal of all military 
contractors, including those trigger- 
happy Blackwater boys who have given 
our country a black eye. 

Mr. Speaker, from now on every time 
the administration tells us it needs 
more money for its senseless occupa-
tion of Iraq, we have the perfect one- 

word answer, and that word is ‘‘balo-
ney.’’ 

f 

b 1745 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

EARLY EDUCATION WORKFORCE 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Early Education 
Workforce Act. 

Our youngest children are our most 
precious resources. Research shows 
that a child surrounded by a safe, stim-
ulating and caring environment will 
literally develop a stronger brain. That 
child enters kindergarten ready to suc-
ceed and is more likely to graduate 
from high school, hold a steady job, 
and avoid prison. 

Early education not only benefits the 
child and the adult he or she will be-
come; it also helps to ensure that 
America has the educated workforce 
we will need to address challenges as a 
Nation in the future. 

I believe in research-based policy. If 
we don’t know something is going to 
work, I hesitate to invest Federal dol-
lars. Unfortunately, in many cases re-
search is ambiguous at best, but high- 
quality early education is a great ex-
ception. 

We know it works. The research con-
tinues to mount as experts from all 
fields, economists, neurologists, police 
officers and teachers, come to a con-
sensus that it pays to invest early in 
our children. 

Our States are making great progress 
in ensuring that every family has the 
option of sending their children to 
high-quality child care and preschool. 
However, in Hawaii and around the 
country, we are facing a major road-
block. We simply do not have a stable, 
adequate supply of qualified early edu-
cation childhood professionals. If we 
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